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Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Town of Eaton 

Evans Memorial Building 
Eaton, NH 03832 

  
 

May 18, 2026 
 

 

The Zoning Board of Adjustment met on Monday, May 18, 2026, at the Town Hall. Present 
were Chairman Steve Larson, John Border and Alternates Joel Wasserman, Mark Griffin 
and Hoke Wilson. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm. Chairman Larson appointed 
Alternates Joel Wasserman, Mark Griffin and Hoke Wilson to act as regular members for 
this meeting. 
 
 

Election of Officers 
 
Joel Wasserman made a motion, seconded by Hoke Wilson, to elect Steve Larson 
as Chair for the ensuing year. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
John Border made a motion, seconded by Mark Griffin, to elect Carol Mayhofer as 
Vice Chair for the ensuing year. Motion unanimously carried.  
 
 
Minutes 
 
The Board reviewed the Minutes from November 17, 2025. John Borner made a motion, 
seconded by Joel Wasserman, to waive the reading of the Minutes and to accept 
the Minutes as written. The motion passed by unanimous roll call vote.  
 
Chairman Larson read the Public Notice and gave an overview of the procedure for Public 
Hearings.  
 
 

Case #202601 – Purity Spring Resort -- Variance 
 

Chairman Larson opened the Public Hearing on an application from Purity Spring Resort 
for a Variance to Article IV, Section T of the 2026 Zoning Ordinance for a 32-square-foot 
sign at 3002 Eaton Road (R06-004). 
 
All notices required by Statute have been posted, abutters notified and fees paid. There 
were no conflicts of interest by Board members. No correspondence has been received.  
 
Chairman Larson asked for clarification on the section that the applicant is seeking relief. 
Steve Hoyt explained that there currently is one sign on the property and that they are 
seeking to move the existing grandfathered sign from its current location to the “Milt’s 
Place” property. It was noted that the Variance is for the proposed size (Section T, A.2). 
 
Steve Hoyt explained that the off-premise grandfathered sign is on property no longer 
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owned by the Hoyts and that the Variance would allow the sign to remain the same size. 
John Border questioned whether the new proposed location would meet all the required 
setbacks. Steve Hoyt noted that the sign will be 35 feet from the center of the road and 
approximately 50 feet from the boundary line.  
 
Steve Hoyt address each of the five conditions for granting the Variance and noted that 
the sign will become more conforming. Steve Hoyt stated that Route 153 is well-traveled 
and that by moving the sign, it clarifies the location of the business. Chairman Larson 
questioned how it is in the public interest to approve when it exceeds the permissible sign. 
Steve Hoyt stated that the sign has been in its current location for many years.  
 
Mark Griffin questioned when the sign regulations were adopted. Chairman Larson stated 
that the existing sign is grandfathered, and that movement of the sign would require that 
it comply to current regulations. It was noted that multiple signs are permitted on the 
property. Hoke Wilson stated that the existing sign could remain and that additional signs 
could be placed on the Purity Spring property. Steve Hoyt noted that a smaller sign may 
not provide sufficient reader ability, creating a hardship. Mark Griffin questioned how far 
down the road the sign will be moved. Steve Hoyt stated that it will be moved 
approximately 200 to 300 feet down Route 153.  
 
Finding of Facts: 
 

1. Joel Wasserman stated that the Town voted on these regulations. Mark Griffin 
questioned whether restrictions could be placed on an approval. Hoke Wilson 
stated that an 8-square-foot sign will not make an impact, but the Ordinance 
restricts size. John Border noted that the ordinance says “in no case” which limits 
the Board from approving the sign. Hoke Wilson questioned whether the sign could 
remain grandfathered as it is being moved onto their own property. Chairman 
Larson stated that the legal term notes that once a structure is moved, it is no 
longer grandfathered. Chairman Larson stated that multiple signs can be installed 
to meet the Ordinance requirements. 

 
2. The Board agreed that the spirit of the Ordinance will not be observed for the same 

reasons as it would be contrary to public interest.  
 

3. The Board agreed that the Town wants smaller signs.  
 

4. John Border noted that the value of the property that houses the current sign would 
most likely increase, but that other properties would not be affected. 
 

5. Chairman Larson noted that there is no hardship as the property is flat and the 
road is straight, so there should be a reasonable location to place the sign. Hoke 
Wilson stated that there are no special conditions on the property. 
 

Hoke Wilson stated that the Board can appreciate the frustration but that multiple signs 
appear to be the best solution. John Border agreed and noted that multiple signs should 
be pursued. 
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Chairman Larson made a motion, seconded by Joel Wasserman, that based on the 
above findings of fact, the Variance to Article IV, Section T – A.2 of the Zoning 
Ordinance be denied. Motion passed by unanimous roll call vote. 
  
 
Chairman Larson made a motion, seconded by John Border, to adjourn the 
meeting. The motion passed by unanimous roll call vote. The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:14 pm.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  

Lianne Boelzner 
 Lianne Boelzner  


